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years of age, should be guiding their activities from the
very centre of this totalitarianism. Moreover, they feel
that these elderly men are themselves of the same flesh
and blood, and the same race, and from the safrie districts
as those Fascists who are spreading this totalitarianism
throughout the world, for at least eighty per cent of the
authorities at the Vatican are Italian, They argue that
for the moment many of these Italians are probably anti-
Fascist, since they were educated and already in power
before the advent of Fascism; but they point to the fact
that no Italian Bishop can now be appointed who is not
favourable to Mussolini, and that no leader of the youth
groups of Catholic Action in Italy can be appointed unless
he is a Fascist.
As they wish to develop their religion and all it stands
for, including the teachings of the Pope's encyclicals,
throughout the world, they feel that they are terribly
handicapped by the fact that they are labelled as having
Fascist inclinations when they have not.
A Pope of the independent nature of the present one,
who is unwilling, as he has said himself, to accept advice
unless it is asked for, is unlikely to see the force of this
argument, but it is made nevertheless; and one wonders
whether the influence of Catholicism in the New World
and in the non-totalitarian states cannot be brought to
bear to bring a few younger men and a lot more non-
Italians, as soon as possible into the higher ranks at the
Vatican,
To-day there is practically no position for a young
Catholic in the whole organisation of the Catholic Church,
and should one or even two be allowed to rise to some
importance in the Catholic world, what use will that be